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MORENO NOT SHYING 
FROM CAMERA

COMERICA BANK CHALLENGER

All Aussie fi nal

BRITISH OPEN

Lindahl, Guccione cruise through semifi nals
By RYAN MOSES

rmoses@santacruzsentinel.com

APTOS — The morning fog 
had barely burned off over 
Seascape Sports Club on Sat-
urday and already Australians 
Chris Guccione and Nick Lin-
dahl had secured their spots 
in the final of the Comerica 
Bank Challenger tennis tour-
nament.

Seventh-seed Guccione 
made quick work of two-time 
NCAA Division I champion 
Somdev Devvarman with a 
6-2, 6-1 victory. Lindahl had 
a similarly easy time in 6-3, 
6-2 win over American veter-
an Michael Yani in the early 
match.

The Australians meet in the 
championship at 1 p.m. today 
on center court for the $10,800 

top prize in the $75,000 tour-
nament.

Guccione’s victory came 
a day after he outlasted No. 
3 seed Wayne Odesnik in a 
three-set quarterfinals mara-
thon, but the 6-foot-7 Austra-
lian said he was feeling fresh 
despite also advancing to the 
finals of the doubles tourna-
ment with partner Carsten 
Ball. They’ll take on Thai-
land’s Soanchai and Sonchat 
Ratiwatana in the finals today, 
immediately after the singles 
match.

“I wasn’t tired,” said Guc-
cione, who is looking for his 
fifth-career title in a Challeng-
er. “A win is a win, it doesn’t 
matter how they come. ... I’ve 
been playing well all week and 

59-year-old keeps lead
By DOUG FERGUSON 

Associated Press

TURNBERRY, Scotland — 
Tom Watson took three prac-
tice swings without a club in 
his hand, then looked toward 
the green and pictured the shot 
he needed to play. 

Standing on the edge of the 
fairway, a marshal who had 
seen Watson work his magic 
at Turnberry for three decades 
whispered in his thick Scot-
tish brogue, lost in time as he 
watched a 59-year-old champion 
leading the British Open. 

“What are you going to do, 
Tom?” he said. “Cut a wee 7-
iron in there? Throw an 8-iron 
into the air?” 

Then, shaking his head with a 
smile, the marshal added, “Fan-
tastic story, aye?” 

Watson is turning this British 
Open into a fairy tale. 

Even as he slipped out of the 
lead Saturday in the testing 
breeze off the Firth of Clyde, 
Watson didn’t blink except to 
hold back the occasional tears. 
He is close enough to the claret 
jug to believe he can win again. 

A 30-foot birdie putt on the 16th 
gave him a share of the lead. 

Then came a hybrid 2-iron 
that took a bounce to the left 

Every single day, surf 
tourists from all over 
the world arrive in 

droves to exotic locales, 
hoping to score some of the 
dreamy waves they’ve been 
drooling over in the latest 
surf magazines and movies. 
These visitors come for a 
week or two, get their fill 
of fun and adventure, and 
then ship out, back home to 
their 9-to-5 jobs and waist-
high local beach break.

While surf tourism 
provides local economies 
with valuable income, often 
these areas aren’t being 

protected and preserved 
for future generations to 
enjoy. Many destinations 
that harken to surfers are 
in struggling, Third World 
countries. Despite having 
pristine coastlines with 
an abundance of perfect 
surf and diverse wildlife, 
these communities don’t 
have the wherewithal 
to properly take care of 
their fragile environment. 
Subsequently, coral reefs 
are dwindling, oceans 
are polluted, rare species 
are threatened and entire 
ecosystems are put in 

mortal danger.
Surf tourists aren’t 

necessarily the problem. 
In fact, sometimes, such as 
in the case of Santa Cruz’s 

Kyle Thiermann, they are 
the solution — or at least 
the watchdogs.

Santa Cruz pair seeks to get word out 
about risks of coal energy plant in Chile

SURFING

IF YOU GO
TODAY ’S  CHALLENGER  F INALS

SINGLES: Nick Lindahl (Aus) vs. Chris Guccione 
(Aus), 1 p.m., Center Court
DOUBLES: Sanchai and Sonchat Ratiwatana 
(Thai) vs. Carsten Ball/Guccione (Aus), to follow

TODAY ’S  CAL  OPEN  F INALS
SINGLES: Nirupama Sanjeey (India) vs. Janet Liu 
(Palo Alto), 11 a.m., Court 5
DOUBLES: Tracy Houk/Judy Newman-Rakela, 
(Scotts Valley) vs. Janet Liu (Palo Alto)/Marietta 
Tuinetoa (Menlo Park), 2 p.m., Court 5

By CRISTINA SHARY
sports@santacruzsentinel.com

APTOS — A local team 
reached today’s doubles final 
in 109th annual California 
Open Women’s Champion-
ships, but it wasn’t the student-
teacher duo of Alyssa Roberg 
and Amelia Escalante.

Judy Newman-Rakela of 
Scotts Valley and Tracy Houk 
of El Granada blew past Joce-
lyn Davis of East Stroudsburg, 
Pa., and Ashley Pane of Sac-
ramento, 6-0, 6-1 to reach the 
final. In today’s 2 p.m. final, 
they will take on teenagers 

Janet Liu of Palo Alto and 
Marietta Tuionetoa of Menlo 
Park, who defeated Roberg of 
Scotts Valley and Escalante 
of Soquel 6-2, 6-2 in the semi-
finals.

“They played well,” said 
Escalante, 35, who has won 
the Cal Open doubles title five 
times. “I think we were a little 
off today. They definitely out-
performed us.”

It was the first time Escalan-
te and Roberg, 18, teamed up 
to play doubles in competi-
tion. Though Roberg, a four-
time Santa Cruz Coast Athlet-
ic League singles champion, 
leaves to Whitman College in 
Washington soon, Escalante 
said Saturday’s match most-
ly likely won’t be their last 

One local left
CAL WOMEN’S OPEN

S.V.’s Newman-Rakela reaches doubles fi nal

Scotts 
Valley shortstop 
Trevor Ponos 
awaits the 
ball on a steal 
by Hollister’s 
Jacob Ryder 
Saturday in 
9-10s sectional 
play at Harvey 
West. See C4.
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A surfer wades through the reef waters near Constitucion, Chile. Santa Cruz surfers Ryan Craig and Kyle Thiermann, below interviewing the town’s children 
for a Youtube video, are trying to alert people to the dangers a proposed coal energy plant could pose to the area, including high mercury levels. 

NEAL 
KEARNEY

The Froth Pit

SURFERSOLUTIONS

LEADERBOARD
THIRD ROUND

1. Tom Watson 206 
T2. Matthew Goggin 207 
T2. Ross Fisher 207 
T4. Lee Westwood 208 
T4. Retief Goosen 208 
T6. Jim Furyk 209 
T6. Stewart Cink 209 

BILL LOVEJOY/SENTINEL

Amelia Escalante of Santa Cruz, 
top left, volleys at the next during 
Cal Open doubles play Saturday.

MATT DUNHAM/AP

Tom Watson, 59, leads after the 
third round of the British Open at the 
Turnberry Golf Club on Saturday.

Watson 
standing 

pat

SEE WATSON ON C3

Associated Press

PITTSBURGH — It seems all Charlie 
Morton needs to have a good start is a lit-
tle bit of rain. 

For the second time in three outings, 
Morton did not allow a run on a rainy 
night. The struggling San Francisco 

Giants all wet
MLB

PIRATES 2, 
GIANTS 0

TODAY’S 
GAME: Giants 
at Pirates
TIME: 10:35 a.m.
RADIO: 680 AM
TV: CSN

SEE GIANTS ON C4
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